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	RYLA International Conference participants enjoying an evening of traditional dance at the Embassy of Indonesia, July, 2010


-- Patricia Dantis,
 Former District Rotaract Representative and Member, 
Rotaract Club of the Main Line
The 2010 RYLA Conference in Washington D.C. is an experience to be remembered. Similar to last year's conference, this year's conference incorporated elements from Rotaract Pre-Convention, RYLA, and the National Rotaract Conference for North America.  Navin Manchery-Valliappan, Conference Director, along with the RYLA board members and the support of the Rotarians in the D.C./Md. district were able to bring together a dynamic group of more than 100 individuals from 16 countries for a four-and a half-day fun-filled and informative conference.
Some of the events at conference included: icebreaker sessions, plenary sessions, workshops, visits to various embassies, scavenger hunt, talent show and socials.  Each event was carefully thought out and had the specific purpose of sharing new ideas, bridging cultural gaps, and forging friendships.
The icebreaker sessions allowed the conference participants to bond and gain a sense of comfort with their individual groups as well as the group as a whole.  Plenary sessions included service project and country presentations, Youth Study Exchange, Groups Study Exchange, and The Rotary Foundation.  In addition, the conference participants learned the details about Ambassadorial Scholarships from a member himself.  Disaster Aid USA was also there to discuss their new take on an old idea-the Shelterbox.
Workshops were very useful in that a person could choose which one was best-suited for his or her needs.  Workshops included Club Operations, DRR training, Rotaract 411, Club Service, Community Service, International Service and Professional Development.  Other workshops focused specifically on the intricacies of fundraising as well as best practices for starting a Rotaract club.

Embassy visits were plentiful as conference participants visited a different one each night for 3 nights.  Our first stop was the Embassy of Indonesia, followed by the Embassy of Greece, and last but not least the Embassy of Slovenia.  Each embassy did an amazing job at sharing their culture with our group as well as the delicious cuisine from their respective countries.
A scavenger hunt had group leaders on their toes for days while they worked tirelessly with their groups to collect as many clues as possible.  Some clues were right near the lodging, while others had people running all over Metro D.C.  All in all, the scavenger hunt proved to be a great bonding experience for the conference participants.  The talent show was very exciting because it allowed members from each group to create/act out a performance to other members of the conference.  Performances ranged from comedy skits, to singing and dancing.  Evening socials allowed individuals to bond outside the confines of the classroom making for a more well-rounded experience.  It was exciting to share our culture and music with individuals from other countries. 

In conclusion, the 2010 RYLA Conference in Washington D.C was an exciting experience in which I learned new things and met many new people, and became reacquainted with some for the second time around.  I can only look forward to next year’s D.C. conference and all the excitement and camaraderie that I know it will bring.  Rotaractors, mark your calendars now for July 20-24, 2011!

